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owing to their physical condition incident to the attending mental disease. 
Further the mental condition of these patients was improved, although the 
majority were in a state of chronicity. The results attained have led to pro¬ 
viding for an extension of the system. 

9. Sympathetic Insanity in Twin Sisters. —In the sisters’ prior life they 
had shown the tendency to be affected with the same ills almost simul¬ 
taneously and their bond of sympathy was very strong under ordinary con¬ 
ditions. No history of heredity is noted, but on one becoming violently 
maniacal while away from home, her sister was sent for, who then at once 
became similarly affected and hospital treatment was necessary for both, 
where they were separated and not permitted to see each other; still their 
disease seemed to run a very similar course, an improvement occurring in 
each simultaneously, and a relapse occurred in each at the same time and 
each has become demented, in which condition they are at present. 

McCorn (Amityville, L. I.). 

BEITRAEGE ZUR PSYCHIATRISCHEN KLINIK 

(Vol. 1, No. 3. November, 1902.) 

1. The Measurement of the Motor Accompaniments of Psychical States. 

R. Sommer. 

This is the only original article in this number of the Beitrage. The 
rest of the number is occupied by two book reviews. The author in his in¬ 
troduction to this study says that since the idea of psychophysical par¬ 
allelism has become something more than a simple hypothesis, movements 
of expression, the effects of psychical states, must be studied by every 
means available. These motor reactions he takes up for study in three 
groups: First, muscular; second, vasomotor, under which he includes 
secretory, and third, electromotor; and his paper is accordingly divided 
into three parts as follows: 

1. Measurement of the Physiognomic Movements of Expression in the 
Musculature of the Forehead. —For the purposes of this study the forehead 
was selected as presenting the results of the activity of only two muscles 
(M. corrugator supercilii and M. frontalis). The contour of the folds in 
the skin of the forehead was studied by applying smoked paper. This leaves 
the soot marks where the creases occur and rubs it off in the intervals be¬ 
tween them. The results of this method showed that these creases were 
the effects of muscular contraction and were most marked on the side 
which was morphologically the more strongly developed. 

The rest of this section is devoted to the description of an apparatus 
for studying the forehead muscles in motion. It consists essentially of a 
disc applied to the forehead, the movements of which are transferred by 
levers and Marey drums to a revolving smoked disc where are two pens, 
one of which records the vertical, the other the horizontal movements. 

2. Measurement of the Vasomotor Changes in the Skin. —For these 
measurements the usual means employed has been the plethysmograph. The 
author, however, makes the general criticism of the use of this instrument 
that the changes in the volume of the arm are an end result and not neces¬ 
sarily attributable altogether to vasomotor changes but in part probably to 
muscular contractions. He therefore considers it desirable to study the 
vasomotor changes as they present themselves in the skin alone. To this 
end the author has devised an apparatus. It consists of a capsule which is 
fastened on the forearm by removing the air from it, thus requiring no 
straps. Into the top of this capsule is fitted another with flexible walls 
having connected with it a tube containing illuminating gas which goes to a 
burner. Any change of volume in this second capsule, due to change in 
the quantity of blood in the skin, alters the size of the gas flame. The light 



240 


PERISCOPE. 


from this flame is thrown by a parabolic mirror on a selenium cell which is 
attached to a galvanometer. The deflections of the needle of the galvano¬ 
meter therefore show the changes in the volume of blood in the skin. 
These changes may be recorded in a smoked drum by having the electric 
current connected through a solenoid with a recording needle. 

3. The Measurement of the Electromotor Changes in the Fingers .— 

This part, like the former two, is taken up mostly with the description of 
an apparatus consisting in the main of two electrodes on which the hands 
or fingers are rested and which are in circuit with a mirror galvanometer. 
The author concludes that the electromotor processes are stronger in the 
fingers than in the palm of the hand. These results are largely the effects 
of muscular contraction and in so far as they represent involuntary move¬ 
ments of expression they can be said to be an electromotor end result of a 
psychophysical process. Wm. A. White (Binghamton, N. Y.). 

VOPROSSY NERVON-PSYCHICHESSKOY MEDITZINY 

(January—March, 1902.) 

1. Rudolph Virchow. I. Sikorsky. 

2. A New Clinical Variety Idiophrenia Paranoides. I. Sikorsky. 

3. From the Domain of Psychopathic Literature. P. Preobrajensky. 

4. The Pathological Anatomy of the Nerve Cells as Applied to Mental 

Diseases. I. Ivanoff. 

5. Paralytic Rabies in Man as Modified by Antirabic Inoculations. 

I. Hmelievsky. 

6. Suicide in Keeyeff. N. Oblonsky. 

7. Traits of Character and Mimicry in Dementia of Alcoholic Origin. I. 

Sikorsky. 

1. Biographical Sketch. 2 and 3, Psychopathic Literature .—Two very 
interesting contributions to the comparatively new study of the subject of 
psychopathic literature as exemplified by the type of writers whom Lom- 
broso designates as mattoids—graphomaniacs. As is well known these are 
not all confined in lunatic asylums, and some of them not only occupy a 
more or less prominent place in certain European literatures, but are pro¬ 
claimed as heralds of new tendencies hitherto unknown in the vvorld’s lit¬ 
erature. Sikorsky coins for this class the new term of Idiophrenia (Greek, 
idios, one’s own, peculiar, phrcncs, mind), while paranoides points to the 
presence in these literary decadents of ideas of grandeur in connection with 
those of persecution so characteristic of paranoia, which these cases simu¬ 
late very closely. The subjoined examples of some of the degenerate scrib¬ 
bling show clearly how perfectly sane and eminently intelligent critics may 
be betrayed into taking very seriously, senseless inanities of diseased minds 
that are dished out before the gullible public as the brilliant scintillations 
of the “moderns,” the “symbolists,” and similar rubbish. 

4. Pathological Anatomy of the Nerve Cells. —A history of the incep¬ 
tion and development of the various methods employed in the study of the 
nervous system. 

5. Modified Rabies.—As based upon investigations of his own cases 
and those found in the literature of the subject, the author draws the fol¬ 
lowing conclusions: (1) There is at times observed in persons bitten by 
mad dogs and treated afterward by Pasteur inoculations, a peculiar affection 
of the nervous system with the predominance of symptoms of meningo- 
myelitis in the thoracic or lumbar portions of the cord. (2) This affection 
bears the character of an infectious disease, as it is usually accompanied by 
a rise of temperature, at times by respiratory disturbances, and frequently 
by paralysis of the facial and oculomotor nerves; its duration is from 
one and a half weeks to two months, always terminating favorably. (3) 



